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Webinar Outline 

- Unification of religious leaders 
o ED of UNICEF and 12 religious leaders issued joint statement  

- Multi-religious Humanitarian fund to support COVID response 
- Faith is extremely influential in communities – can influence behavior and also capture the souls 

of communities  
- UNICEF has community level presence – allows for strong coordinated efforts  
What is the Faith in Action Initiative? 
- Religions for Peace, Joint Learning Initiative and UNICEF, implementing partners  

o Building on previous engagement of faith leaders in South Asia 
o Joint Learning Initiative has developed guidelines – wan them to be adapted and 

contextualized  
- Shifting original focus to COVID 
- Goal is to provide a coordinated, evidence-based approach 
- Objectives: 

o Manage communication, misinformation 
o Leverage power of faith to dispel fear, stigma, discrimination 
o Promote social distancing – how to rethink religious gatherings 
o Promote handwashing/hygiene  
o Address needs of vulnerable groups  
o Prevent violence against children/youth  

- Strategies:  
o High-level advocacy 
o Evidence for action 
o Global guidance on key and emerging issues 
o Digital engagement 
o Exchange for action 
o Tracking, monitoring, and documentation  

- Global Thematic Guides for Religious Leaders 
- Anthropological Association Partnership  

o Help create surveys, polls  
- Leveraging UNCIEF support for digital engagement 

o U-Report, IOGT, use these to reach communities  
- Creation of #FaithInAction Website 
- Tracking, Monitoring and Documentation of Campaign 

mailto:kmcdonald@unicef.org


o UNICEF role in RCCE 
o Will be able to demonstrate role of faith in addressing COVID 

- Comments from Faith Actors (below) 
- Resource Pack  
- Focus Area 1 – Communication 

o Mental, emotional, spiritual health 
▪ Loneliness, anxiety, boredom 
▪ Religious leaders and faith communities can help 

o Misinformation & rumours  
▪ Fear, distrust 
▪ Religious leaders can adapt messaging and dispel misinformation 

o Stigma & discrimination 
▪ Use communication channels to fight stigma 

- Focus Area 2 - WHO Guidance on Religious Gatherings 
o Importance of infection prevention and control 
o IPC Practices for Safe gatherings: 

▪ Maintain at least 1-meter distance during ceremonies 
▪ Preventing touching between people attending faith services 
▪ Prevent touching, handling, kissing of devotional objects 
▪ Encourage health hygiene among worshippers 
▪ When possible avoid gatherings, conduct activities remotely 

o Standard precautions: 
▪ Hand hygiene  

o Safe burial practices 
- Focus Area 3 - Guidance for Vulnerable Groups 

o Elderly, Individuals with disability, those in extreme poverty, those experiencing 
discrimination, populations on the move, pregnant women and children, homeless 
populations 

- Comments on Presentations 
o Faith leaders are also victims, they suffer for stress  
o Way forward – rituals are going to change, should we begin discussion/reflection with 

leaders on what may change and how so? 
▪ Better serve communities and health and well-being  

- Engaging faith actors and communities 
o Creating digital engagement strategy  

▪ UNICEF has existing platforms 
o Resource pack – can be contextualized and adapted 
o Documentation of local and existing efforts 
o Faith involvement in RCCE 
o Pledge of support on website including aspects of campaign  

 
Brief Reports from Faith Actors: 
Samuel (Chairman for Interchurch Council, Western Equatoria – South Sudan) 

- Have about 14 denominations collaborating 
- Working together to reach out to people, educate them  
- People were upset about church closings –  

o Went on local radio to respond and reach out  
- Assistance in how to explain COVID to people will be much appreciated  



Emmanuel (Council of Churches in Zambia) 
- Similar experience – people in community are upset about closings 
- Interfaith networking group, working together, harnessing this platform 

o Telling people not to gather, follow guidance from MoH 
o Trying to send out the right messaging and to manage misinformation 

- Need to respond quickly so having a platform of resources is extremely helpful   
Dr.___ – Kenya (All Africa Conference of Churches, Director for Women, Gender and Youth) 

- Prior to COIVD-19 had engaged with out of the shadows index, to work to eradicate child sexual 
abuse 

- Developed a leaflet to share and call churches to action and create awareness 
o Child sexual abuse is increasing during COVID 

- Circulated letter about COVID-19 to communities 
o Included links to UNICEF website for updates  
o Shared helpline number for victims of abuse and domestic violence to call  

Youth in Uganda –  
- Schools and work closed – total lockdown  
- Interfaith Network working to reach youth  
- Structure in place from national to district levels to engage youth and reach youth leaders  
- Tried to supply food at beginning of lockdown – ended up donating food to government to 

disseminate  
- Trying to create awareness about COVID on social media  
- Increase in GBV in homes  

o Have youth leaders reach out and talk to affected individuals  
- Using faith-based radio and tv stations to push messages and information 
- Lots of conflicts stem from food and access to food 

South Sudan perspective –  
- Cases have been within UN employees, lead to risk and mistrust of UN  
- Religious leaders worker to dispel this and educate community 
- Utilized holy week to centralize messaging 
- Work on getting appeals from every archbishop  

South Africa –  
- President appears everyday offering updates, helps to address stigma  
- Have individuals and health workers in communities doing door to door visits informing 

community  
- Monthly interfaith devotional – each faith talks about promoting love and generosity, duty to 

others  
o Promoting volunteerism, have many youth volunteers 

Tanzania –  
- Rumours and misinformation  

o If individuals talk about COVID-19 in way that is not evidence-based they can be 
punished  

o Only hear from MoH  
- Religious leaders are trying to educate people 

 
Q&A: 
 
Q: Are there resources that could be contextualized? Infographics? It would be helpful to share these 
so that we are not reinventing wheel, we could adapt and use them.  



 
Q: Is there any way that UNICEF and RfP can Support each countries' IRC to be more inclusive? 
 
A: On this slide here, we talk about the inclusion of less-established faith and traditional groups and it is 
something we have focused on, in faith and positive change for children and in efforts at country levels, 
it is critical. RfP has committed to this and we want to ensure these groups are brought into the fold and 
it is something we are already very committed to  
 
Q: We have always considered Uganda to be food secure, is there not enough food in Uganda now? 
 
A: We have food, but most people cannot afford it, only a few people can manage to buy it. The 
government is trying to supply food but only in Kampala and the nearby two districts so the rest of the 
districts are fending for themselves. Food is plenty, but people cannot afford it, prices have gone up 
since COVID.  

The Interreligious council in Kenya has started an effort to be able to get food and resources to 
communities, by raising funds from communities. This may be something others can try?  
 
 


