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Webinar Outline: 
Multi-religious Faith in Action Campaign  

- How can we join together and have a collective force? 
- Remarks from senior religious leaders/representatives 
- Multi-religious humanitarian fund  

o To support COVID-19 and future humanitarian assistance  
- Faith and Positive Change for Children Partnership → Multi-religious Faith in Action COVID-19 

Initiative Overview  
o Looking at country programs – how inter-religious partners can work together 
o Elements for success in difficult social behavioral changes → mind and heart dialogue  

▪ People look at deep rooted beliefs 
▪ Need to have dialogue, listen  

o Global campaign with three main objectives -  
▪ to provide coordinated, evidence-based support 
▪ Joint operations of RfP and Joint learning Initiative on Local Faith Communities  
▪ Mobilize faith leaders 

o #FaithinAction COVID-19 activities -  
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▪ Statements issued from partners on April 7th  
▪ Thematic resource guide on role of faith in action in COVID-19  

• Used this to create more simple guides  
▪ Regional webinars  
▪ Digital engagement to engage with youth and communities 

• Youth in faith co-design strategy with UNICEF? 
▪ Tracking and monitoring 

o How to encourage followers to perform religious rituals differently? 
o 6 booklets – Global Thematic Resource Guides for religious leaders  
o Website/platform for all partners 
o Offers of support on social science  

- Focus on evidence-based activities  
- Concept note on how to do polls through digital engagement platforms 
- Leverage existing mechanisms and partnerships 

Key Issues in the Campaign - 3 Focus Areas/Modules (create standard package) 
- Focus Area 1 – Communication 

o Mental, emotional, spiritual health 
▪ Loneliness, anxiety, boredom 
▪ Religious leaders and faith communities can help 

o Misinformation & rumours  
▪ Fear, distrust 
▪ Religious leaders can adapt messaging and dispel misinformation 

o Stigma & discrimination 
▪ Use communication channels to fight stigma 

- Focus Area 2 - WHO Guidance on Religious Gatherings 
o Religious gatherings, rituals, burials 

▪ Try to keep virtual or keep physical distance 
▪ Do not allow worshippers to touch/kiss objects or each other 

o Importance of faith leaders 
▪ Individuals turn to them for guidance 

- Focus Area 3 - Guidance for Vulnerable Groups 
o Elderly, Individuals with disability, those in extreme poverty, those experiencing 

discrimination, populations on the move, pregnant women and children, homeless 
populations 

Next Steps – connect everyone, UNICEF country offices and faith leaders/organizations 
- Other regional webinars to follow 
- Documents will be shared with participants 
- 3 review teams helping with resource pack before it will be circulated 
- Communication tree 
- Find a way to systematically capture good experiences  
- Launch of website 

 
Brief Reports from Faith Actors: 
Religious Leadership – Desmond Cahill (Chairperson of Religions for Peace Australia) 

- Australia coping with lockdown and COVID well 
o Deaths have occurred more in middle and upper class 

- 2 crises – health crisis and economic 



o A national cabinet has been formed, Prime Minister joined with 8 heads of states that 
meet, plan, and communicate strategy  

- RfP Australia has brought together interfaith leaders and issued statement that has been 
impactful 

- Engaging with PM's office to determine overlooked populations – temporary migrants and 
international students 

- Liaising with UNESCO chair in bioethics 
o Webinar with ethical experts, discussing ethical, moral, legal implications of COVID – will 

circulate report 
o Those in urban slums are particularly vulnerable 

Women in Faith Myanmar – Daw Yin Yin Maw 
- Shared multi-faith religious leaders' speech with UNICEF Myanmar  

o Will disseminate speech once finalized 
- RfP is giving new year greetings to the population, urging people to stay at home 
- Sharing MoH updates to the community  
- Religious offices and churches closed within guidance of gov 
- Working with local communities to provide PPE and hand sanitizer to hospitals  
- Issued statement in Rahkine area 
-   Asking both sides for a cease fire 

Asian Inter-faith Youth Network – Nivy Balachandran 
- Young people in Australia are impacted more by economic effects – more likely to work in 

hospitality  
o Level of vulnerability for young people 

- Youth more used to digital life – less isolated  
- Young people can have large role in convincing peers to comply with COVID guidelines 
- Online faith services – young people have helped set up this infrastructure  
- How young people can connect with more socially isolated community members  

Interfidei Indonesia - Elga Sarapung 
- Religious actors, government, and universities are wall working together to focus on 5 issues 

o Health, education, economy, social, information and communication 
o Interfidei working on education and social  
o Youth have been working on information and communication  

- Lots of inter-faith teamwork  
o Opened 5 large "Solidarity Kitchens" – cook food for students and jobless, or vulnerable 

individuals  
- Working with hospitals and doctors determining needs 
- Good momentum – how can RfP become a movement? What kind of spirit can we develop in 

the upcoming years? 
Head of Interreligious Council for Indonesia – Philip Kuntjoro Widja… (could not see last name) 

- Helping those who are facing very difficult moments 
- Provided thousands of packets of food to those in need 
- Helped supply equipment  

 
Q&A: 
 
Q: Will you be including advocacy and support on sexual and reproductive health in the context of this 
work? How can UNFPA possibly join up in regard with this work? 
 



Q: I’m Dr Asavari Herwadkar representing Inerela+ (international network on religious people living or 
personally affected by HIV). Could I request all faith communities to include PLHIV and LGBTI 
community in their response to COVID-19 outreach? 
 
 
Q: UNFPA Indonesia in collaboration with some FBOs will provide campaign on prevention of COVID19 
to women and girls. Would you mind sending the presentation materials and module related to the 
FBOs approaches? 
 
Q: Are there suggestions for the slum dwellers who can’t have physical distancing? 
 
A: Slum communities need to be provided with the accurate information and knowledge on COVID-19. 
As it is, most of them are experiencing the C19 response from a security response point of view with 
police beatings and being chased into houses. Religious leaders can partner with MoH, UNICEF and 
other FBOs to share information through the existing organized communion interest groups within the 
slums. Many already exist, especially community health volunteers. 

By providing the accurate information through voices of compassion, reason and credibility, the 
slum communities are able to organize and innovate around the resources they have to ensure 
compliance with guidelines of physical distancing and handwashing. They will understand best their 
environment and vulnerabilities if the information is packaged and delivered in a. Way that they can 
understand and own. The reality that slums are congested and therefore unable to adopt physical 
distancing misleads people to believe and condemn them as a ‘gone case’. This assumption can be 
overcome by helping them map out their areas based on the risk and hazards related to C19 infection 
and use the information to plan at local levels and cells. Religious leaders can help in pushing this 
alternative narrative while appealing for more humane responses in identification, tracking and 
containing the spread. 
 
Q: A key issue, although sensitive, is that some governments are targeting certain religions or 
communities in some countries as COVID spreaders - adding a political and discriminatory element to 
the situation. How can we include messaging in our joint advocacy to address this harmful trend? 
 
A: The message development should begin with close collaboration with specific MoH departments that 
are addressing COVID-19. If we try to get the attention or give attention to politicians, we will be 
distracted into a competition for relevance and accusations. But we can take advantage of the 
relationship UNICEF has with the MoH and invite them to help in crafting context specific messages that 
appeal to the faith audiences. This will focus attention at community level and also find its way 
upstream to politicians and leadership. It has worked with IRC Kenya and the messages by faith leaders 
have been adopted.  
  Religious targeting will still continue, but we shouldn’t reinforce it by responding to or providing 
'counter-attacks’. We are still in the same world, so the prevalent things before COVID-19 are still 
existing, but an alternative narrative of hope, solidarity and compassion will draw focus and attention to 
where the need is. Media and wider FBO partnerships are also needed to create a movement that is 
credible, connected and responsive.  

Finally, the emerging securitization (heavy security approach by states) of the COVID-19 
response including the closing of borders, enforcement of curfews and lockdowns without due respect 
to rights remains a challenge especially in developing countries in Africa, Asia and Americas. Issues of 
corruption and harassment by police will greatly undermine the ability of people to not only understand 
but also adhere to the simple guidelines (this has been seen especially in urban slums, refugee camps 



and isolation centres for suspected cases). Religious leaders and FBOs should lead with combined 
interventions in lobbying authorities and creating awareness at all levels including demanding 
accountability by the perpetrators of these excesses.  
 
Q: Sometimes we have rare attacks on students, and maybe when this happens social media right 
away- just a short film clip, to show it is not acceptable would be helpful? In Australia, we've had a 
doctor who is doing this every day and it's been very helpful. 
 
A: This is a great idea. This is why we want to get the website up. We can have a bank of resources, for 
social media, for different ways of using it.  
 
Q: I am wondering if we in Australia we need to have prof Des, Chair of RfPA, doing a short video clip 
to counter discrimination against Chinese students in Australia and reinforce that this is not 
acceptable? 
 
A: They can easily partner with the Youth interfaith networks/volunteers to help record and 
disseminate. Even raw footage from a mobile phone can be enhanced with the support of partners like 
UNICEF or other FBOs present. They handle the messaging (with help from MoH and the partners in 
message development) and let someone else handle the dissemination. Let content developers and 
disseminators do their work to project and spread the recorded messages. Religious leaders should not 
be put in a position that they feel they have to do everything! 
 
 
Q: In order to reach the most vulnerable groups of people, which most times don’t have access to 
internet and phone, the most critical roles of religious people is to reach out while keeping social 
distance. Is your local staff in each country reaching out to communities who don't have technology 
while maintaining distancing? 
 
A: From the tech side, one thing we have considered, most communities even rural ones have a phone. 
We have a platform, IOGT, that does not use data. This is one area where we hope the digital 
engagement strategy could reach. We have been thinking long and hard, this is a central issue.  

While we are leveraging all the digital channels, looking at the most vulnerable, we have millions 
of those people. These are the main people that we are focusing on these days, there is lots of 
discussion and work happening on the ground. There are areas with unrest where we are unable to 
reach out to people. So how do we build the capacity of those communities? We have community 
champions within hard to reach communities, and we are trying to make sure they are protected and 
know how to protect themselves and others. They are promoting the messages we are trying to send; 
they have very targeted approaches and do not rely on traditional mediums. But at the same time, we 
are careful not to put anybody at risk. It is happening on the ground but there is much more to do. How 
can volunteers be provided with protective materials? 
 
 
 


